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One of the significant and ir:eresting aspecis of

life in ""GASPE OF YESTERDAY"' was the con-
cern and effort of -our fore-fathers to establish
claim 1o the lands they had settled. This article ar-
~ tempis to place their problem in perspective and (o

- recount, in part, the important role of the Gaspé -
Lands C'.’a:m Comm:ss:on. g : i
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In .amng pus:assm of Canz 3 .si!owmg ihe end of the
seven Years War; 1756-1753, the Z2ritish Imperiai
.uvemmem toou c1er.!s o avoid rhﬂ mcamemencas

aused by Iarge concessions of {ana which then gave nise

0 much troutle in “the other Bn.ssh cclonies 0 Norh
ﬁmerma For this purpose, the Lords Commissioners of*
Trade and Piantations, in 1762, sent instructions to ire.
coionial administzation of Canada imiting grants of pupiz
:and to 100 acres for every head of family ane 50 acres.
‘or gvery other person, white or ccloured, Lcmposmg the
“2mi Iv, with power 10 extend ihe totai zrea to 1000 acres
N exceptional cases. The object was to induce Englisn
cetlers from :‘.d]&CBﬂI provinces to settle n Canada. Ac-
cording.to these intructions all Crown Ianas were 10 ba |
ranted in iree tenure and. without zny other condition ;
“1an the reservation of the right of the Crown 13 resume -
“"ssession of the whole or part of the lans granzed in the -
=vent of s, be: ng_required for mditary pLrpOSES. Jhese
Jrants we:e maae by means of location tickets or uC.' i
cupation permits. . _». S e L SRR &

With- {

exception of reference. by Boucheue m
grant of th}‘ seigniories of;Malbaie ard Mount Murray a*;
John Nasm and Malcoim. Frase.r oificers of the 78th Regt. *1
there was apparentlyk no formai and. sys:ematrc *
these i st spnortomeouebec Actof 1774. hwﬂ
The ob;ocr of- the Act; of 74,‘ihe ﬁrst regular con
stitution of Canada, was 16'7e-establish in the country-all ¢
French 1aws aﬁecung the Yenure of Teal; estate. _Cond
sequmﬂy. lrgpernl Bovemmem n 1??5 sent new @ m- 3
structions to lhe Govemor ot the Calony ordermg that, lﬂ :

tuture, ﬁ__p bﬁg s were 10-be. granted_accordi
the ﬁau&' ystemth: ohiné
samie %8 Gad

ﬁn“ﬁeis' andselgneuﬁes lhe,
erﬁe Fren‘éﬁmrule- 'mlh me exi cep

- et '.#g. &
TO NON-CONMISSIONED omcsas
TOPRIVATES _; “““ g

: tled in the district of Gaspe. e R

"popuition began to increase a little, iand became com-
. paratively scarcer and diificulties arbse nearly
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As tre offic s and soitiers deciired to acceot 1hese
favors because they objecied o ihe feudel tenurz, ihe
Government returned to the system ci.grants b+ focation
_tickets, established by tne inst: sctions of Ea s and
aboilshe" bv those of 1773. e e

it was under this system o iecation tic kets and of the
instructions™ of 1786 that 'angs were granted to the
soidiers and Unitea Empire Loyalists who-2fterwards set- |
Again it appears that none of these grams or lacation .
tickeis were formaily or systemazticaily registered as title ;
~ deeds, for the baoks of the Regisirar's Depaniment were | !
only commenced in 1738 by the registration of grants
John Shocibred, merchant of London, of tre posts c'
Bonaventurz and Peice, with stone nouse ;s} and stores |

. and of the seizniory ol ahcoébrea at the mouth o: the river !
i Nouvelte ; '
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. Thus in the years icuomng the Treaty o Pans n 1763

"-and particularly following the American’ Revaiution, a}

significant number of settiers, inciuding Loyalists, tock up
lands in the Gaspé cistrict without having formial deeds of |
title. It was the same with the Acadians who had ro o:her |

title than tragiticn to the lancs

ihey occupied.”When the

!
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everywhere in' connection wnn real estate -ﬁﬁacumes :

_which were alt the harder to settle as there m no title
.deeds of the grants to establish the pretenmns of the
. various claimants. Under L:emananmovemnr Nicharas
Cox a GASPE LAND BOARD of pfomment Gspesmns in-
‘cluding Felix O'Hara; Charles Robin, DmuMerson
.Iaac Mann, Frangois'de la Fontaine, Henry phoft et 4
“vai was estahhsheﬂ but it appears lhat ma mpiexny of |

i the Gas;% land claims situation was’ al set-
K tlement; and-would Tequirelegistation “andaactioh. by the
. provincial administratin at Québec. . L B
: ‘?udg‘gpmmmdm_mw“ istature.”
; passed into law A Act to'sectre habitan- |
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ts.ot:ﬁu mm Disnict"of‘éas'pé"i‘l" lh‘e'-pms’sioh and
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o moved  quickly 16" *a":'ni ,smﬁn the
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gs;ﬁ'grggru“ gmeau, Dugh were ‘in
.Dougiastown, 'in Bay. 10.¢ Wh\ for the
‘feception of clalms":o!‘lands byﬁ mab-wmm <ot Gaspé
‘Bay Wﬂﬂs neighbourhood.; They" 15 receive

and record all documénts and opponents 13, Gas
pod of their :espectlve pretensions. The :

j.hese clains, the ‘Work of- the Commissiod™ sacretary,
; Robert Christie, is- préserved in the reponsn'lhg tlua!m;1
v Legistature. Readg it, in 1978 Ns’ﬁmﬂ ]
f’stmd o reconstruct the’ scene ‘i’

; man ‘of pioneer families appeared before the' t:n:wn‘?m"ssmn;i

R

re: '4'_ [ gwaewdenceandseektoobtam m!elo"ifntmdst;ley

claimed. " ¥ g T




s the recorcs ingicate *hat those ciaiming ‘ancs
Dou -siown included: ‘Michael McGrain, Ecmuny
“tuirciey; Richard 3arron: Samuget Roy; fopen Simpsan;
Zaniet MePherson; Timotny Spruzn: Luxe Gaul, Alex
'aCrae; Thomas Hoiianas; Henry Johnsion: Daniel Scett;
* Miam ‘Nalsh; Thamas. ‘Walsh; Thomas ¥ennedy; F*a"|
=+, “g0r: the widow Cavid Conden; Thomas Briand; John
< 5rsa; Thomas Aail; James Morris: Matthew Norris:
.af Morris; James Larhé; 'saac Kannedv. - t
rrom-the ruge d shore of ths Foriller -0 the North sz {
of Zaspé Bav the claims presented nciuded those bv:
~zalier Lemesurier; George Srehaut; Helier Simon; Jo! .’,
George & James Boyle and Richarc Anmett; Jean|
~emesurier; Nicoles Lenfesty; Philip ¢ Francis Janvrin: |
ierre. Jacques: Jzmes Smith; James Vinten: Phi!iai
—an ‘0is. . e -

F.r the North side cf G2spé Bay, Peninsula and the Nur
:h <oz of the North West Arm-the claimants nciuded:
Hen:: O'Hara for and in the name ¢f Julia ana Louisa
nalizc and Aane O'Mara (minors); John Ascah; Richard
Wiuer; James Baker; Robert /Ascan; John Annett; George
Ar.nett; Philip Cotfin; Richard Ascah; Thomas Claugn: Ben-
am.n Patterson; James Toppin; William Grant; Charies
Jzvis: William Vez %ben Simoson.

Cn the South side of e ‘«lortn .‘Jest Arm ol uaspe “ay
:he clzims made included those of: Henry Stanley; Ben-
:amin Coffin; William Annelt, Robert Stuart & Jane O'Hara;
Henry Q'Hara; Ph:iup, Langlois; I'ary, Anna Cort. widow of §

“Hugh 0'Hara. The cfaim of the Widow O'Hara to the mar- ’
shiands of the Dartmouth river was opposed by the men of |

the North ‘West Arm whg heid that it was common proper
ty to be. shared among them Shing l

For thej!urth Sidé of the South West Arm the ciazmants

included; 'Hmry&'ﬂara Jane O’Hara Hugtr Cunmng i

Margaret Patterson, Widow, of the late John Patterson “nd | <
their children, Richard, ohn, Damef Laughlln Jurid and |
Mw'éscnard Ascah; iﬁam McAuley; -Samuel Tripp:
Jahn > ﬁvﬂon. ra.nqm; aliée; , Ber amin. Patterson; |

Lamaite;ihard A |

-

ett; Jahn and | Gemqe Boyie“
Mary ﬁuyh..w@w of tha"&‘ra Joha Bo;ie at “son,

Jan':as;L ‘Abrah H‘m&ichard Patterson..hums Janot
* Claude {hdan&%y -:%‘ ﬂugh1

m:aandmarcmwm Fe uqh.Mar 3
-tha, Brian and Mam Helen Boyie & Wilﬁam i !ot_hp[n )
;_sdfandhﬁdaughtersmm.lam fﬁ*‘-]
57 Soulh\‘lesl mﬂu ' '.Sidlthe

jms’made’ included:” James Stuart; Pi
Jean deel' fobert Wer William Ar-nen John Panusun
Jahn, George; James 'feli:,'BizaandArmmﬁa Boyle &
Richard Annelt; William Rome; Thomas. Dee & John.
wmw “Hacket; tj‘l"o mdovr Pattesson,: ;eht:l of me
‘ate Petei Pafierson;, Jean Janol did Papoulotel glmﬁan;
mwmetmmmmm of Hugh OHara ", |

The marume sgniicance of Gassé Bay Besin was in-
dicated by claims soesifically designaied as warerircrt
oroperty. The cizmants included the Janviin panners, '
Philip and Frencis; Herry Johnston; Heary O'Hara; ary |
Anna Com; Richard & Joha Pattersen; Timuthy Soruen::
John, George, James ang ~elix Boyls & Richard Anneil;
relier Degrais; Phiiip La: ~sis; James Stuary; Jzan L2
Ruez & John Parrée, - . ; ol -

Claimants cf land at Labster Cove and Eam; Beach in-
cluded: John Adams (hitherto grant of Capt. Jos. Dear,
A.N), Henry O'Hara. Lizette Morris; Wiliam Baker;
Thomas #dilier; Pichard Ascah,Jr; E9ward Eaker; Frango:s
Lefour, St; Robert Stuart & Jane 0'Hare; David Terry.

“Finally, the claims for the Gaspe Bay area incluced at
Haldimand: Jarmes Thempscn; James Cunning;. Thomas
Rail; Isaac Kenneay; James ifornis; Luke Gaul; Jonn
Staniey; Alex !AcCrae: George Thompsc:.' ﬂmm'as Thom-
pson; Henry Johnston, i

_Hearing of the land claims from the mh.:l:qtants of the
shores of Gaspé Bay occupied the Commission for a mon-
th: On July 24th a session was opened 3t Percé and on
Auqust 15th at Hew Cariisle. In the ~ mmer of 1820 the
Commission- resumed work in cessics at Boraverture,
New Rg;nmana. Carleton and Restigoucha. But that is yet
another story that will depend, in pzrt, on the interest of
the readers of SPEC in m:= acccunt of the Gaspe Lanc:s
'{:ajrn Commms:on s - S s ,_,A :



